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SM Desk Operating 
Instructions 

 
These instructions apply to Different SM desk controls where fitted. Certain SM desks may not be fitted 
with some facilities listed below. For further information, please contact GDS. 

 
Desk Lighting Control/ Blues Lighting Control 

 
Control of the desk lighting is performed using the encoder wheel.  This has 2 functions, channel 
selection and intensity control. 
 
Channel Selection 
The channel to be controlled is selected by pushing the control knob in.  Each press of the knob will 
step through the channels and the relevant channel LED will illuminate to indicate the selected channel. 
In the case of desk lighting this is the white and blue panels lighting and the under desk lighting. In 
the case of the Blues control, this is the 4 circuits that are connected to the venue’s blues system. 
 
Intensity Control 
The intensity is controlled by rotating the control knob.  Rotating the knob clockwise will increase the 
brightness, whilst rotating it anti-clockwise will decrease the brightness of the selected channel. 
 

Scene Store 
The dimmer control has 4 presets which can be used to store and recall scenes.  To store a scene, 
adjust the channels as required.  Now press and hold the scene button you wish to store the current 
levels into.  The scene buttons will rapidly flicker and then stop.  The scene is now stored into that 
location.  Scenes will be retained in memory even with the power removed. 
 
Scene Recall 
Stored scenes are recalled by pressing one of the 4 preset buttons.  The currently selected scene will 
illuminate red. 
 
Scene Edit 
To edit a scene, simply recall it by pressing the desired preset button.  Adjust the levels as required, 
then press and hold the scene button once more.  The scene will be overwritten with the new levels. 
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Timer 
The timer module functions as follows: 
 
To change between timer and countdown mode, push and hold the LAP/RESET button, when the timer 
is stopped. The indicator will change mode each time this is done. 
 
When in timer mode, push the START/STOP button, the timer will start to count up. Push the 
START/STOP button again, the timer will stop. Push the LAP/RESET button when the timer is stopped 
and the timer will reset. 
 
If the LAP/RESET button is pushed when the timer is running, the time will freeze on the screen, but 
the timer will still be running. When the LAP/RESET is pushed again, the actual time running will be 
displayed instead of the screen freeze. 
 
When in Countdown mode, Set the time required to start from by using the UP and DOWN buttons, 
when the timer is not running. Push the START/STOP button, the timer will start to count down. Push 
the START/STOP button again, the timer will stop. Push the LAP/RESET button when the timer is 
stopped and the timer will reset to the time that was set. 
 
If the LAP/RESET button is pushed when the timer is running, the time will freeze on the screen, but 
the timer will still be running. When the LAP/RESET is pushed again, the actual time running will be 
displayed instead of the screen freeze. 
 

Clock 
The clock module functions as follows: 
 
When the SEL button is pushed, the clock module will change from either 12 hour display or 24 hour 

display. The indicator will change mode each time this is done. 
 
By using a small screwdriver, or small pointed device, push the HRS, MIN, SEC buttons to set the time. 
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Video monitor 
 
To turn the video monitor on, push the PWR button in the video control section. The PWR 1 button 
refers to the video 1 screen. The PWR 2 button refers to the video 2 screen. 
 
By using a small screwdriver, adjust the BRT (brightness), COL (colour) to suite the application. 
 
By using a small screwdriver, push the REV Button if the image is to be reversed as required by the 
application. 
 
The video system may have multiple inputs, if this is the case; simply push the button that corresponds 
to the input you require as the user from the video select section. 
 

Show Relay monitor 
 
The show relay monitor volume is adjusted using the VOLUME control in the show relay monitor 
section. 
 
The show relay monitor can be muted by pushing the LOCAL MUTE button is required. Pushing the 
LOCAL MUTE button again will resume normal service in the show relay monitor section. 
 

Intercom 
 
The intercom volume can be adjusted using the VOLUME control within the intercom section. 
 
The intercom system can have a call initiated by pushing the CALL button in the intercom section. 
 
The intercom mic can be turned on and off by pushing the MIC button in the intercom section. 
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Page Mic Selection 

 
The page mic selection allows the user to page from either the stalk mic or the intercom headset mic. 
The intercom headset mic plugs into the intercom headset socket which is on the desk. This is 
sometimes presented at the front of the unit or the rear. Please check with your specific desk. 
 
If the H/SET button is pushed, the paging mic will be the intercom headset. 
 
If the STALK button is pushed, the paging will be from the stalk mic. 
 

Paging 
 
Pushing the paging buttons will allow the user to make a page to that zone. 
 

General Buttons 

There may be general buttons for other tasks that appear on the SM desk, such as , but not 
limited to: 
 

• Independents 
• Working lights 
• Aux’s 

 
Depending on the site configuration, the button should light when pushed and action the 
desired function as required. 
 


